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B I O G R A P H Y  
 

Virgil Wong’s digital media work, films, installations, and paintings have been exhibited in museums and galleries around the world – 

including the Taipei Museum of Contemporary Art, the Museum of Contemporary Art in Yucatán, the Museum of Image and Sound 

in San Paolo, the Pickled Arts Center in Beijing, the New Society for Fine Arts in Berlin, and Deitch Projects in New York. His 2001 film, 

Murmur, premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. 

 

In Spring 2006, Virgil starred in a program called ARTSTAR, the first unscripted television series set in the New York City art world. 

The series was produced by Aboriginal Entertainment, Optic Nerve, and Deitch Projects for broadcast on the Voom Network. Episodes 

featured Virgil and seven emerging artists along with Jeff Koons, Jeffrey Deitch, Barbara Pollack, Debra Singer, Yvonne Force, Kehinde 

Wiley, and Jon Kessler. 

 

Virgil studied fine arts at the Rhode Island School of Design (BFA ’95) and spent a year drawing and dissecting cadavers at the 

University of Rome Medical School. For over a decade, he has been developing experiments on art, anatomy, medicine, and technology. 

He has also been working full-time for the last ten years as head of Web Services at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital (www.nyp.org) and 

Weill Medical College of Cornell University (www.med.cornell.edu). He has been leading concurrent careers by developing one of the 

nation’s leading medical institution web sites while also creating award-winning net art and installation projects based on a fictitious 

Hospital. 

 

Virgil is a recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) grant, and he was awarded the $20,000 JGS Foundation's arts and 

genetics grant. His work has appeared in The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, The New York Daily News, U.S.News and World 
Report, and Yahoo! Internet Life Magazine as well as other print publications worldwide. He is also an adjunct faculty member in the 

Masters of Arts in Media Studies program at The New School University. Virgil was The New School’s 2005 Faculty Mentor Award 

recipient. 
 
 
E D U C A T I O N  

 
BFA Rhode Island School of Design, European Honors Program, Providence, Rhode Island 

MFA in New Media, Transart Institute, Danube University Krems, Linz, Austria 

 

• Pont-Aven School of Art, Painting and Drawing, Pont-Aven, France 

• University of Rome Medical School, Institute of Human Anatomy, Rome, Italy 

• Harvard Medical School, School of Continuing Education, Boston, Massachusetts 

• New York University, Digital Media, School of Continuing Education, New York, New York 
  
 
C A R E E R  
 

Exhibiting museum and gallery artist, 1994 – present 

Independent filmmaker/director in New York City, 1995 – present 

Graduate faculty member, Master of Arts in Media Studies, The New School, 2000 - present 

Head of Web Services, NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital, Weill Medical College of Cornell University, 1996 - present 

Founding co-director, curator, and participating artist of The PaperVeins Museum of Art, 1995 – present 

Freelance artist and print/web designer for various non-profit and corporate clients, 1995  – present 

Artist-in-residence, Experimental Television Center, New York, 1995 and 2001 

Cornell University Tradition Fellow, 1991 

Rhode Island School of Design scholarship award winner, 1991 

Illustrator of the nationally-published children’s book, The Dancing Pumpkin, at age 18 (first editions of The Dancing Pumpkin were 

given out by Vice-President Al Gore at his 1993 Halloween party) 
 



 
 
M U S E U M  A N D  G A L L E R Y  E X H I B I T I O N S  
 

2008 “Virgil Wong: Phineasmap”, solo exhibition at the John Jay College gallery in New York City, curated by Mary Ting. 

 

2007 “Geo/Genome”, exhibition at the Puffin Cultural Forum, curated by Tim Blunk. 

 

2007 “Orion’s Belt: Health, Technology, and Mythology”, group exhibition in Reno, Nevada, curated by Marjorie Vecchio, PhD. 

 

2007 LES  Visual Arts Exhibition at the Theater for the New City Gallery in New York City, curated by Lilach Ohad. 

 

2007 “HIV Law Project”, group exhibition at Moti Hasson Gallery in New York City, curated by Kóan Jeff Baysa, curatorial fellow at the 

Whitney Museum of American Art. 

 

2006 “The Days of Science and Biotechnology”, group exhibition at the Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague, Czechoslovakia. 

Curated by Denisa Kera, Center for Global Studies, Charles University, and the International Center for Art and New Technologies. 

 

2006 “Merch & Promo”, group exhibition at the Centre d’Art Santa Monica, Museum of Contemporary Art in Barcelona, Spain. 

Curated by Quim Tarrida. 

 

2006 “Metabodies: Medicine and Media”, two artist exhibition at the Elizabeth Stone Harper Gallery, Harper Center for the Arts in 

Clinton, South Carolina. Presented in collaboration with the Annual Arnold Symposim, “Brave New World: The Effects of Media on 

Medical Research and Development.” 

 

2006 “ARTSTAR: Deitch Projects,” group exhibition featuring the eight artists selected for the first unscripted television series set in 

the New York art world. 

 

2005 “Put On Your Blue Genes”, Neue Gesellschaft für bildende Kunst (New Society for Fine Arts) in Berlin, Germany. The exhibition 

focused on art and biotechnology and includes installations by the Critical Art Ensemble, Symbiotic A / The Tissue Culture and Art 

Project, Paul Vanouse and others. 

 

2005 “ARTSTAR: Open Studio”, group exhibition in the AT&T Building and Art Parade to Deitch Projects as one of nine artists 

selected for the first unscripted television series set in the New York art world. 

 

2005 “ABC No Rio 25th Anniversary Exhibition”, Deitch Projects, New York City, artists included Kiki Smith, Hans Haacke, Claes 

Oldenburg, and Jenny Holzer.  

 

2005 “Bling Bling Ka-Ching! Made in America”, The Pickled Arts Center in Beijing, China. Organized and curated by Kóan Jeff Baysa, 

curatorial fellow at the Whitney Museum of American Art, and Ryan Harris. 

 

2005 Corporeal Self, screened at the Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance (February 18)  

 

2004 “Sexy Science” Central Park West, New York City. Curated by Kóan Jeff Baysa. 

 

2004 “Postcards from the Edge” at Brent Sikkema, Visual AIDS, New York City. Preview party hosted by Alan Cumming. Exhibiting 

artists include Ross Bleckner, Louise Bourgeois, Sol LeWitt, and Yoko Ono.  

 

2004 “AbraCadaver: PaperVeins Biennial 2004” at the HERE Arts Center, New York City. 

 

2004 “Scared Stiff” at Alice Band, New York City. Curated by Kóan Jeff Baysa. 

 

2004 “AC (Anatomically Correct)” at the 473 Broadway Gallery in SoHo, New York City. Curated by Kóan Jeff Baysa. 

 

2004 “ReproTech: Building Better Babies” at The New York Academy of Sciences, Gallery of Art and Science, New York City. Curated 

by Suzanne Anker. 

 

2004 “The Day Job” at SpaceWorks Gallery, The Tank, New York City. Curated by Karen Schoellkopf. 

 



2003 “Virgil Wong: Corporeal Self”, Solo Exhibition at the Waterman Gallery in Providence, Rhode Island. 

 

2003 “Gene(isis): Contemporary Art Explores Human Genomics” at The Berkeley Art Museum. Solo exhibition entitled “G-commerce” 

as part of the larger exhibition, lectures and film series. Curated by Alla Effimova. 

 

2002 “BioVision: In vitro-In vivo” at the World Human Rights Art Festival in Athens, Greece. Featured installation artist and performer. 

 

2002 “Cirque de Médecine: PaperVeins Biennial 2002” at the HERE Arts Center, New York City. 

 

2002 Brooklyn Arts Festival, Open Studio Exhibition in DUMBO, Brooklyn. 

 

2001 “Labyrinth of Pleasure" at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Taipei, Taiwan. Sponsored by the Cultural Affairs Bureau of 

Taipei and Contemporary Art Foundation. 

             

2001 “At the Edge of Knowing: Artists’ Response to the Genome”, Eloise Pickard Smith Gallery, Santa Cruz, California. 

 

2001 “Virgil Wong: Solo Exhibition,” PaperVeins Museum of Art (online). 

 

2001 “InteractivA 01,” Museum of Contemporary Art, Yucatán, México, curated by Raul Ferrera-Balanquet. 

 

2001 “Gender Play,” (performance) Brooklyn Brewery, Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 

 

2000 “FILE - International Electronic Festival,” Museum of Image and Sound, San Paulo, Brazil. 

 

2000 “PaperVeins Biennial,” HERE Arts Center, New York City. 

 

2000, 1998 “Day Without Art,” Creative Time, New York City. 

 

2000 “GenoChoice,” The Alternative Museum, New York City (online). 

 

1999 “Expansion Arts,” The Alternative Museum, New York City. 

 

1999 “Slant,” curated by Angie Eng, made possible by an Artists Space Independent Project Grant. 

 

1998 “Godzilla Retrospective,” The New Museum, New York City. 

 

1998 “PaperVeins 1998,” Gallery 128, New York City. 

 

1997 “Prosthetic Houses,” Gallery 128, New York City. 

 

1996 “National Showcase Exhibition,” The Alternative Museum, New York City. 

   

1996 “NY International Independent Arts Exhibition,” New York City. 

 

1994 “Virgil Wong: Recent Works,” Canal Street Gallery, Providence, Rhode Island. 

 

1991 “National Congressional Show,” Capitol Building, Washington, D.C. 

 

1991 “Recent Works on Paper,” Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Virginia. 
 
 
F I L M  S C R E E N I N G S  
 

2002 Murmur, co-directed with Andrea Kleine, Official Selection of The Sundance Film Festival (2002 Online Sundance Film Festival) 

 

2001 Anthem screened for the Global Education Workshop and Faculty Development Seminar in Kansas City, Missouri on November 

15 by Robert C. Ernst, President of Northcentral Technical College 

 

2001 Anthem screened at the Academy for the Arts, Science, and Technology, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 



 

2000 Corporeal Self screened at the Ars Electronica Festival, Linz, Austria 

 

1998 Corporeal Self screened at The Berkley Museum and Film Archives, Berkley, California 

 

1998 The MIX Festival, New York City 

 

1997 The MIX Festival, New York City 

 

1996 The MIX Festival, New York City 

 

1997 MIX Mexico, Mexico City, Mexico 

 

1997 MIX Brasil, San Paolo, Brazil 

 

1997 Outfest Film Festival at The Director’s Guild, Los Angeles, California 

 

1997 London Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, London, England 

 

1997 Stockholm Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, Stockholm, Sweden 

 

1997 Milano Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, Milano, Italy 

 

1997 Reeling ‘97 Film Festival, Chicago, Illinois 

   

1996 MIX Film/Video Festival, San Francisco, California 

 
 
A W A R D S  A N D  R E C O G N I T I O N S  
 

2006 Received Seven eHealthcare Leadership Awards for creation of the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and Weill Cornell Medical 

College web presence: Platinum Award (Reproductive Medicine), 3 Gold Awards (main Hospital, Neurological Surgery, Reproductive 

Medicine), 2 Silver Awards (Pediatrics, Neurological Surgery), Award of Distinction (Heart). 

 

2005 Faculty Mentor Award for Outstanding Teaching, Department of Media Studies and Film, The New School. 

 

2005 Received Six eHealthcare Leadership Awards for creation of the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and Weill Cornell Medical College 

web presence: 2 Gold Awards (Pediatric Oncology, Neurological Surgery), Silver Award (GI Center), 3 Awards of Distinction (Heart, 

Neurological Surgery, Medicine). 

 

2004 Received Nine eHealthcare Leadership Awards for creation of the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and Weill Cornell Medical 

College web presence: Platinum Award (Geriatrics), 5 Silver Awards (main Hospital, GI Center, Women’s Health), 3 Awards of 

Distinction (main Hospital, Cancer/Oncology). 

 

2003 Received Six eHealthcare Leadership Awards for creation of the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and Weill Cornell Medical College 

web presence: Platinum Award (Geriatrics), Gold Award (main Hospital), and 4 Silver Awards (Pediatrics and main Hospital). 

 

2002 Received Four eHealthcare Leadership Awards for creation of the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and Weill Cornell Medical 

College web presence: Platinum Award (main Hospital and Pediatrics), 2 Awards of Distinction (Neuroscience and Weill Cornell 

Physicians). 

 

2002 WebLab's "Crossover" Studio A Participant, supported by The Howard Gilman Foundation, the Sundance Institute, and the 

Rockefeller Foundation. 

 

  2002 New Views: DUMBO, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Residency. 

 

2001 National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Grant Award for Curatorial Project "Corporeal Landscape" with The Alternative Museum, 

New York City. 

 



2001 Received Four Major eHealthcare Leadership Awards for creation of the NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital web presence: Platinum 

Award (main Hospital), 2 Gold Awards (Neuroscience and Pediatrics), and Award of Distinction (Psychiatry). 

 

2001 Artist’s Grant Award of $20,000 from the JGS Foundation in New York City. 

 

2000 INVISION New Media Award, Gold Medal, sponsored by NewMedia Magazine. 
 

1999 INVISION New Media Award, Silver Medal (with Lee Mingwei), sponsored by NewMedia Magazine. 
 

1999 Vito Russo Filmmaker’s Award Nomination. 

 

1998 Best in Show Award for Painting and Drawing, New York Medical Complex Art Exhibition. 

 

1996 National Telly Award - Gold Statue for Outstanding Film/Video Production. 

 

1996 National Showcase Winner, sponsored by Manhattan Arts magazine. 

 
 
 
L E C T U R E S  A N D  P R E S E N T A T I O N S  

 
2006 Lecturer/panelist, “The Days of Science and Biotechnology” at the Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague, Czechoslovakia. 

Curated by Denisa Kera, Center for Global Studies, Charles University, and the International Center for Art and New Technologies. 

 

2004 Faculty lecturer, “Digital Media Aesthetics: The Human Body in Medicine and Technology,” New School University, New York City 

 

2004 Lecturer/panelist, “Embryonic 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